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"The ordonnance of 1667, by which Lewis the fourteenth
established an uniformity of procedure through all his
courts, has been considered as one of the greatest benefits
of his reign.

" The king of Prussia, observing that each of his pro-
vinces had a different method of judicial procedure, pro-
posed to reduce them all to one form; which being tried
with success in Pomerania, a province remarkable for con-
tention, he afterwards extended to all his dominions, order-
ing the judges to inform him of any difficulties which
arose from it.

" Some settled method is necessary in judicial proce-
dures. Small and simple causes might be decided upon
the oral pleas of the two parties appearing before the
judge; but many cases are so entangled and perplexed as
to require all the skill and abilities of those who devote
their lives to the study of the law.

" Advocates* or men who can understand and explain
the question to be discussed, are, therefore, necessary.
But these men, instead of endeavouring to promote jus-
tice and discover truth, have exerted their wits in the de-
fence of bad causes, by forgeries of facts, and fallacies of
argument.

" To remedy this evil, the king has ordered an inquiry
into the qualifications of the advocate. All those who
practise without a regular admission, or who can be con-
victed of disingenuous practice, are discarded. And the
judges are commanded to examine which of the causes
now depending have been protracted by the crimes and
ignorance of the advocates, and to dismiss those who shall
appear culpable.

" When advocates are too numerous to live by ho-
nest practice, they busy themselves in exciting disputes,
and disturbing the community: the number of these to be
employed in each court is, therefore, fixed.

" The reward of the advocates is fixed with due regard
to the nature of the cause, and the labour required; but